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A GENERAL SURVEY oF CHINESE SETTLEMENT IN S.F. 


Changed considerably in the last b decade; has an almost independ- _ 
2. stem—of its—own: social, educational, commercial, relig-——— 
ious Scaniationsl; atc. Theatres, fraternal clubs, schools ere 


__ self-supporting. Five Chinese daily newspapers; four periodicals. — 
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: s-churches include: Chinese Getholic, Protestast,. epiepias ara SE 
_Buddhist, Taoist. _ 


920...ag6 of 19..to escape military service & improve economic Lif 


it peddlar, agricultural laborer, Market St Railway Co. 


Wents to return..prefers food there..wants to O into o business \ 
“money bo return to te ae oe 


ood c Giylian! canpecte laws.. 
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Sociological 
Visitor's remarke:."He is.a good, upright sitiases Sa his “3s t 


Oo my to my mind | he-is not the kind of. erson t d-in- 
Bug tom as efter teking advantage.of. all the. opportu tunities offered 
him here he hes accumuleted guite « sum of money and is going. 


it back to spend in Italy. Although, it. cen be argued that. 
ee 


United States has made poof tt, on this man's labor during. 
in this country, why should he be allowed to spend the furits ©: 


country in his own? Although the opportunities of fered here. hay 
enabled him to reise his standard of living amazingly, he still. 
about going back efter he has saved enough to live in’ comparati 
ease there. To my mind a person who has been afforded ‘such ope 
tunity to forge ahead in this country shoubd at least spend the 
where it was made and not take it out of circulation. Summing 
I wish to stete that from my observations of the Italian peopl 
‘Se observing this particular family, they Seem to ba a hard & oF 
rather illiterate people in their own-country, but aré qulaes i ‘ 
and make the most of opportunities afforded th 
main loyal to their native land." 
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REAL REROT ANB. BORDON 7 


SAN FRANCISCO 
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_ According to this report the independent fisking fleet is owned e 


ee & 


_preponderantly by foreign-born. Therd about 1000 bosts, making-ani, 


invenst of some $2,000,000. The crews range from 3-7 men; 5000 are | 


altogether employed by this industry. Most of the men are Italians; 

_ other nationalities represented are: Portuguese, Spanish, French, 
Hindu, South Sea Islanders; Japanese, Javanese, and Chinese, 

~The industry is et present in a critical slump. ae ; 

_The fisherfolk are quite clannish; the children however tend to 
drift away, few of them following the father's trade, eae 


~The floating reduction plants--which transform sardines into chifken | 


food and operate in waters out of state control--threaten to kill 


off the supply of California sardines and thus destroy the fishing 
—and-cenning industries of the coast. 
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ALBANTAN-Guamaait ie Gian ae te iy 


. 
) 
1. Athens, Greece. =. j ‘ ae 


| oe Bee keke ts) pete i Sas Tee ae Soe) es Ep eee +4| b 
3. Ttalian school 1n Athens unt‘l 12 . Then. beck to ! 


Greece. Choir singer.Opera Gebut at €6. Italian. — ie 
—____arm World War, wounded 1917. Back to Athens. on——— ne 


cert singer. Opere, Vienne. Studied folk songs, il t 
Greece. Biv? ng at 
4.1985. Por/eoncerts: of—eoneerts—of -Beikan foik music — + 
5- Concert singer. Out of profession because of 411 ~ a 
Se health. eat 
—_6~—Would—ltke+to—retura,tdmres his hing= So 
&. Owns home. Lives in quiet seclusion, having waite pile i 
_ few friends and those ere Albanian or Greek. 


—_9._Mein—_-soetsi—_interecourse by means of home -muste——_ 
evenings. = pee ee eeernsS OE 
10.Married nat’ ve born | Greek an US. One daughter. 
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Albanian #1255 


1.  Valona, Albania in 1910 

2. Hunter and sheep herder. Mother--peasant 
3. Soldier ie 
4. Came to America because of a family fued. oa 
5¢ Glass factory worker | 
11. Informant and parents. | 


12. This man, due to the depression, is working five hours. 
a day, five days a week. I 
Note: This report tells mostly about life in Albania | 


: _ 1. Born in Combasso, Italy in meted 


Poor peasants; owners of waait farme 


pains World Ware 
he Came nee in agai to get work. 
9 ss of-vegetable trucking © 
de ‘hinks “oust is 1esaed: for much difficulty wales 
. a epauce is made aren? 
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“th 2 Three. ; 
. 12. Business or care; reduce? ° ae ruck which was 
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relative on “gual poultry farms 


1. Born in Italy. 
2, Industrial workers. 
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"5, industrial worker. 


32 Thinks this Tema is too militaristic. 


wr Meet na. ‘inte own group. Two sons and one daughters - 
iiaes son works in 4 ora ae and is & petty 

a au. Three. : | | - . 

- 12, Standard o ving affected. 


aie Born in northern part of Italy. 


Poor reasants; forced to ceive up land; father became i 
a Se ee a . r 


4 3%, Student in lower ades. Came here a 
I ae Came here with father. 


7 started ene business. 
Oe J sir he cee Spe 


Poor peasants; father an eggdealer on a very smile _ 
$eoa ee : ail i 


bine, here to join brother and sister 1 5 and. toget 
Marricéde ye 


Housewife. 


larried into ow t group i. gated es “arrival. — 
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“Thalien | 


1. Born in Rome, italy. 
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ee 


a oe Foor laboring femily. ahr 


ved_in Jewish juarter of city and st ie 
Gaualtions of Jewish people very poor. Subject alse 


ved in country in south Sosa’ Serra sds terr ble 
living condition. __ 


. 4e Came here with family because of ‘dislike of MRBBO= i 


at ” Gk aad had heard ible 
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Rome. 1876. 
Middle-class, mos;iy tradesmen well-to-do, 
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ek ng end jewlery. 
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is. Book-keoper, N.Y, Cane to S F i918 to escape from 


LO-aErive. from Italy. 
Watch repair ob cont ‘oie until j1929.5hen 


upon his Binployerts going out of busniess, he 


[|~Oovpe O OW. S'i0D. 


siers F Italy 3 
Is a citizen. Saves money. Keeps out of debt. Hts 


= work ts nis fe and he has It 6 concern abou 


‘z ing eis 


“10.Five eHildren. 


scans of early frugality 
} } als 


SS 5 ata iis 


tose Sion his Diets ee 


fe steady job than his mell business: ana 
constantly been on the Lockout for such sey s e 
are none available. Eas | . 
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Bote Menon, Labs 1862 
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Small Sermers 13 in the mountainous district neer near Florence. 


ae a a Ss Re eT tence rane ~ whe Sy 


Worked on farm and’'in stone quarries. 
Came here to improve himself; this was in 1927 


Is_an ordinary laborer. 


Recalls his land ‘mainly for the extreme hardships he exper-- 
ss denced there; does not want to LS oer st <3 
4 7, Very much attached to- America. Sere a eee 


Se ee Se &-. 


Talks poor Mnglish but admires s Roosevelt ea ieee “Patth hin th 
: ‘e of this country; feels very much at home here. 


ACLICACEG» - : : ae ~ - a : ; my aa 


on nt marry marry until he hes acaeae’ over Seerteis country 
| Bi on-er are. Fegagi on eniatayy find him a wife 


ieee: Sie er Men Sa ee 
ee dpreseion has always ex existed for this man. 3 


“This mean athe 7 
he see Ttalien end 
quite a time in separating th 
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- Florence, Prov. of Florence, Ttely. 1872 
Well to do furniture menufacturer.5 children, a 


Elementery school. Royel Academy of Florance.Sculp- 
tor. Destgner of furn'tture. Compulsory military 
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1905. Did not get elong well with father. 
Unemployed. Coal mine worker.Employed as sculptor. 
Own _seutiptors business psabled by rheumatism 
contracted while working tn coal mines. Savings ex- 
hausted he 1s now *n Laguna Honda home. | 
Netural+zed ethtzonddies-neceptec-U -£-as-adepted-o— a 
ountry, having no ties to Ttaly. Made money in his. —} 
business but is on charity now =-- a probable vic- 


m of poor working ond+ttons 7EUS 76 
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Beas A enone to a ere Ss manufacturing C652" 
ae ve Me vUre manufa 1g 
4A, € to the U, a SO study the ways h re: 


“an might be easy to introduce in 5c ag 
a eee ae 


5. Mason ‘bric cklayer and plaste 


1 on 
By One informant, aa 


12, On relief rae exten ieee tee 


ears, 
“SS Ue +LaSt tWo yea 
bad conditions ns in the buildin 


SS ge ee 
‘non-union men and to | 
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Italien @~7H) (Pr) 267e 


_ Born in San Joa uin Valley, California, 


Poor peasants. Father here many years ago, saved his 


money, returned to Italy; married and came back, _ 


large family worked farm; never wealthy but gained 
some land which was lost during depression. 


Attended grade school; worked with entire family on | 
parents farm under poverty condition; now working way ||| 


through University, 


Has found it very difficult because of racial preju- 


Gice and consciousness of poverty. 


During entire early youth subject lived in atmosphere |! | 


of italian peasantry. 
Five. 


“Although standard of living never was high the striu= 
—ggle_for_subsistence has been intensified, Father 


is dead. Mother and brothers and sisters are living 
on few acres given them by sympathetic lendiora, 


and sisters had caused subject to become interéste 


“in social reform, : ee 


The feeling of responsibility for mother and brothers | 
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1. Born in Paola, Italy in lcce, . 


Italian 


4, Came here because he was "persecuted by religion. 


_ Subject holds the following opinions: 


"a, Religion cause of wars, hatreds and misery. Based on 
____ wrong philesophy—of life and will destroy itself. 
‘pb. Religion inventec as scheme to enslave man; part of 
~~ yoyality and capitalism. 7, ; ee F 
_ e. Loints +o Christ as 3 Jew as Semetic propaganda to ) 


gain control of money. 

— a Churches should be put to useful purposes: Should be 
_ used as refuge for needy and hospitals for the sick. 

e. roints to Mexico and Russia where much social progres: | 
has been made since state broke power of church. aia 
_ f, If churches did not practice greed and condone ha 
; eapitalism this country would not be in a state of fi 
— ——depression. rae 
eed for social reform, : i 


i g-Thinks there is_a_great_m 
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Tealian i, ae a 


jora in Tuscany, Ttaly about 1805. 
spate etsy fee aper of 2m 
Sent ly: rai children fo forced to © a aie at an 
ae Ly 2ZEo 7 ahs 
ather on farm; worked. Pe ‘Eeocae. novelty 
eS; boy. vagabond — through out Italy. 


Parone es and came here because ofa 


_ any glowing accounts of easy wealth. 
F >- = peddler, arm hand and inc ustrial “worker, Now 


= owns petty fruit _stand business. ———— bape © 
B. Adjustment difficult until indepe dence attained. 
swriead into own group. Three enildrerx “married. | 


20 Stancard a of of living fair. 


SS le 


1. Born in Florence, Italy in 1911. 


4, Came here in 1933 for further education. 
5, University student. 
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Bi, Born in Florency, sce ee 
2. Poor parentage. ae ean 


4, Came to U. S. in 1914, ba cousin 1 already here hav-_ 
ing promised him a job. 


5. Worked in grocery, store; ‘became ‘travelling ‘sales- 

man; now in See and owns pane onan real- 
=—_— estate. : ‘ 
6. Intends to return to ‘Italy before long. 


10 peer ied Italian girl to se! he sent passage 


5 ae. CS ie coer 
—__12,—_Not-materially affected by the depression. —— — 
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ITALIAN, 8 76 (HM) Our 


1. Born in Lammari, 
Italy, in 1885. 
——3. Son of a stone-mason 
-—S.. Was apprenticed to stone-mason trade. 
4, Attracted by high wages, came here in 1900. 
a 5. Worked in iron mines; invested and lost in 
restaurant business, joined brother in the 
____peteail fruit bueiness; opened independently =a 
4 large ‘Italian-American restaurant. —— _______7_ 
6. Is not wholly in sympathy with Mussolini. 
| + Has—ahigh regard for—the New Deel. ay 
10. Married an American born girl; marriagef was ___ 
not a successe 


suburb of Lucca in Tuscany, —___| | 


12, Considers the depression machined by the. = 


bankers and that it is temporary; has not 
___peen personally affected. © “EL ee 


Itelien #231 M. ee EC 


1. Born at Lucca, Toscano--neer Florence, Italy in 1872 | 

_o. parents fairly-prosperous. Father rane general 
merenandising store. © 
3. Came to U. S. with parents when 14 years of 2g@. 

__4,—His-father had visited U- 8.—in 1661, and since” 

_ that time had wanted to_ return to S. Fe He had appar= 
ently received an excellent impression of it. 

5, Worked in gold mines, drove a team for a general 
store, various private business interprises--restaurants 
pakery, fruit store, general business store, gardener, 

| _siass-pecker;—riveter,iast—job-in-macaroni factorys | 
8. Seems to have always made a living, though never _} 


particularly prosperous. 


=—_}3,—_iInformant, mo ther, father, brothers and bu siness——_ 
Be partners. ee ee 2 eee 
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Italian. M. 396, Vo Fo} 


7 tuscany, Italy. 1878. _ 


____2, Farmer, Father was of the land-rental class, 

_3, Started work on the farm at the age of 6. Helned. 
in making pottery, weaving cloth, Crossing-sweeper 
in Milan, Soldier, Guard in the Black Shirts, 

_4, Had been a member of an anarchistic society. 


oe Decided to leave when this society was wiped out, 
_5. Small farmer, Wheat field worker in the middle west 


California fruit orchards and grape harvest, 


11. One, informant. 
12. Since the depression has become an itinerant 


agricultural worker. 
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Italian. M. 275. 
Florence, Italy. 1884. é 


Be 


Se 
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Father in the banking business. 
Soldier. 

His mother died while he was at war; his father 
just after the armistice and one brother was 


killed so he came to 5S. F. with a sister. 
Both obtained positions in a bank through the 


influence of an uncle living here. 


10. The sister married an Irishman in good circum-= 


stanceSe Informant has not married. 


ll. Two, informant and sistere 
1g. Informant, now manager in one of the branches. 


Italian 299 (uy 258X 


1. Born in Carrara, Italy in 1896. 


__2, Father a—stone-cutter. Larse family. 4 


3. Worked in guarrie Ss in Carrara; learned marble-cutting | 
___trade; served in Italian army curing Werlid War.—__—_ 


- 4, Came here due to political opposition to Fascists. 
de Industrial worker; owner of small marble-cutting shop, 
4. likes Italy but has no regard for “Yaseisem. °° =. 

__4. likes democratic form of governument—but—thinks there— 

} is danger of this country becoming Fasciste 


| 10, Merried native girl. Was forced_to waittenyears—— 
| - before he could afford to send for wife and child. 
& Three. : ee oe £ god rr’ LOW. 

| 12; Secures little worke_ Standard of living very “\"* _ 


tie 
a 
"i 


Abalisn a ry /, (14) 268 


1. Born in Incea, in Toscans, “Italy in 1099 


2. Father a carpenter; family owned aviekt. acres on /, 
i - purlieu of city; eleven in family. i} 
35 nd decdepeaal mechanic; soldier Vorid vars 
. Ts Came here in 1921 to get work. _ 

De Industrial worker; partner in locksmith shop; now 


'=—_—_———soie -owner—of- shop: —— = Beer | 

Wishes to return, ; f 
Unable to adapt himself to the economic spirit as 
on industrial worker, and petty independence has— 
not solved the problem for him, 

10. Married into own group. One ehild, 

—he -$4¢..——$ $$ ———————————_—_—————— $$ 

12. Standard of living very low. 
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Italian = L500 aeeee 


1. Born in Como, Italy. 
—4,—Neither time of arrival nor reason for coming to 
U, Ss, stated in report. 
5. Glazier, millhand, auto repairman, most anything 
eould-_get. Is now working on an SERA Project. 
8. During normal times managed to make a fair living. 
10. Wife and children. 
ii. Informant, uncle, wife and children. 
12. Takes depression rather as a matter ofcourse, 
though it has necessitated his going on relief. Be- 
—lieves that conditions will soon improve. 
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1. Born in Trento, Austria in 1876. 


~—&e—_ Parents both fairly—good education. Father-ownea — 


4. Came to U.S. with wife in 1907 due to the increas= 


ing seriousness of the situation in the BalKanss 6 
“De Worked in a printing Siop, later ac a janitor in 


ip—to—_the—_present time as janitor inthe —— ) 


University of California. 


_ &. Is a good American citizen. Likes living the U. S. 
-—_rery_-much--particularly California .— — —__ 


Peveeeareied an iteliean girl in 1907.  . 
ll. Informant, parents, grandparents, wife. 
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Small farmers. 

Left Italy at the age of 15; had a brother living in 
Bakersfield, Calif. | 
Worked for the Miller & Lux Cattle Co.; on a ranch; 
fruit co. in S.F,.; wholesale and retail grocery and 
liquor business; ranched; wholesale liquor store. 


10. Married, American born Italian girl. Three children. 


ll. One, informant. 
12, Has been operating a liquor store for about a yeare 


= = ee e- — Ae eG OI oI Ne On 
— ~ a 


: Italian. Me Laie? - 
Italy. Pistojo, in Tuscany. IW O, 


Se 


Father established a flour mill in Pistojo. 

Served in the army, then decided to come to the U,S 
Came in 1880. 

Button factory; bakery in N.York prarest: 


10. Married. Two sons. 

‘11. Died in 1927. Information given by a son who 
has an Italian bakery in 5.F.; the other son is 
employed as a baker in Hast Oakland. They both 
married and have families. 
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a se hare: a Siasess = Ay 
4, Was dissatisfied with trade he was Miiselaes Fa yocat= | ! ia 
— tlessness found release on the ereet ee 
ia possibilities in America, a 
a + Laborer 2nd foreman in building trade; soldier dur- 
World War; laborer and foreman in building trade, — 
» dmericanized. Much faith in future of this eeu { 
sll adapted to opportunistic practice. ~~ oy 


lve ied into own. ‘group. Four young children, $n 
=“ Three. re 
‘ o8 , his job; smell savings carried family a 
: employed on a aa 9265065 
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sh Columbia, Canada. 
an peCrns Miner. ; 


pnadien army, worla war. 


Sapa world war. An attempt to eee 3 down vue 


f the restlessness 4necurred in five yeers — 
of army Tass: - r u 2 PSS 


Works for railroad company» i ae ——-_— 
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8. Ts & eftizen and er aeciast to stey permanently. ee 


Born in Brashe, Italy, reste 
Cine here to find work. 
Odd job worker; oe ee ee 
"no desire to return", Ce eT 
the: United states will say is wonderful". 
S. lial-djusted inspite Pema saetires” 7 aes 


12. "we should take everything & as it comes and make 
= the bes 


cog Brees ae sais 
> Ame here to find werk. 


shop—owner .-——_________— 


a% Well adapted ‘in petty a Tee world. 
lo. wa ve sor 


s fore ina bakery; the vouegest. owns and a 
—operates 3 vegatable stand; two were- killed-were——@ 
killed aes the world war. — i 
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Born in Arizone, U.S. -.1884. Taken. to China at age of threes * ¢ 


Mother's family lerge landomers. ~- Father..upper middle. class-in U.S. 


3. Educated in China - in both Chinese end English - attended Japanese 
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BMisitor's remarks: "Im 1917 he enlisted in the’ 36 


leg ond after being in the hospital for 
| year wes discharged but with a permanent limp in his walk. 
| back to his law business but his experience in the war had 
| him considerably end he did not stay in the law business. ver 


| He spent 3 years in Chine then and came back here in 1932 wh 

‘| hes been ever Since his father's death. He was on his way % 
| brilliant career when he enlisted in the army and his exper 
his wounding seemed to have done something to make him lose h 
aabitions end hed practically made a waster out of him. Lueck: 
hes enough money to meet his needs but he has no aim in lif 
will never amount to anything anymore." 
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1890. (taken to China at age of 5) 


1. Born in Seattle, Washington i 

2. Father was business men in Seattle\- then retired in S.F. 

3. Hducated—in both Chinese end ing ish whilein Chine. : 

A, Returned to U.S. in 1912 to work with father in laundry business, — 

5. Laundry business; 17 months in U.S.ermy; seaman Teamster at present 

6. Has given up native lend. entirely. ea 

7, A good American citizen with idess of the country which he got from 

-— his service in the ermy. — ; at 

fe. Very good- assimilation into U.S. social and economic life. 

19. Has even given up eating Chinese foods -.prefers Americen food. 

‘10.Unmarried end living with widowed mother. Will not merry while 

mother lives. 

Bll. tnree 

12, A-union teamster, making good money, end apperentiy not hard hit 
by the depression. 
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Smell farmers. Stes oes ee 


5. Laboring jobs in Genoa. Conscripted for army. —— 


_4. Discharged from army after 2 years owing to physical disability 
With money saved, left Italy and sailed to the U. S. 1905. 

5. Laborer. Section hand for S. P. Railroad. Scavenger. 

6. Went to Italy for a visit. Remained only one month. No desire 
_____to remain longer. Received final citizenship papers in 1928, 
_8. Has adjusted to American life. Speaks poor English but has 

purchased property and is characterized as an "upright and 
constructive citizen" by interviewer. 

_10. Sent to Italy for fiancee. Three children. Son employed 

in bank. Two daughters in school. All speak Itslian. 

_11. Informant and Family. Five. 
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Visitor's remarks: “His disposition appears to be none tc 
I would consider his contribution t 
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Born 1889; in Milen 


shoe cobbler. 
Came here in 1913; no reasons given. 


Resumes his trade of shoe cobbler which 
is netive land; an admirer of Fascism: 


he has pemeined since: 
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Disapproves of American form of government » 
Feels still that he is.2 stranger, an observer of foreign. habits 


No specific old customs mentioned, tho they must. be nuns -rous. 


No family life, due to physical deformity (spinal curve.) 


One 


Hard hit—by depresstion end sees no hope for recovery of in- 
dustry; foresees an impoverished old age for himself. 


“Born in Lombardy; no. date given. 


‘Lower class parentage. 
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3. Normal adjustment to American-life...good commend of English. 
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= Geno a, italy. Pye eles ; 
Game to America when 17 years old, 
Worked in the mines in Amador County, store- 
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Remembers the quaint and picturesque Genoa _ q 
but has no desire to return to Italy. sj 


<i Came to America a1 ane W settled in-Galit. -in-1904, 


5, Teacher of accordion, Transposes music for the 
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italian 1462 Me = 

1. Born near city of Spezia, Itaty. 

&e Parents very poor peasants. Father--seaman, 

Oo. Commenced following sea as a young lad, first as 
4 mess boy. Joined Italian Navy and was discharged 
as a First Class Fireman. 

4. Had come to America when with the Italian Navy, 
and had decided that it was the best place in the 
world in which to live. Arrived here soon after 


left the Italian Navy 


Oo. Entered merchant marine as a fireman, Owns 

his own trawler now. \ 

7. Has always made a fairly good living--sends his 
mother money every month in addition to supporting 
own family. ; 

8. Is quite Americanized in ideas and ideals. Likes 
this country and would never consider returning to 
Italy. 

10.  Warried an italian woman and has two children, 


il. Informant, parents, eleven brothers and sisters, 
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Visitor's remarks: “ This man says, "ab 26 rot that yo 
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Italy is false. True, there is not. 
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* must be taken from the banks end placed 
the government. He is a strong advocat. 
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equitable distribution of wealth. He is 
timistic about the future of this county 
hes no desire to return to Italy." 
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